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As the incoming Commandant, I am at a loss for words, which 

usually isn‘t the case. I am proud to have been elected to the 

post and I promise to perform my duties to the best of my abili-

ties. The best interest in the League and our members will al-

ways be kept uppermost in mind. 

 

The League is made up of many individuals joined together for 

the common good of all. Ronald Reagan said, ―Most people go 

through their whole life wondering if they made a difference, 

but Marines don‘t have that problem‖. I will use that quote as a 

daily reminder to encourage myself and the membership in the 

upcoming year. I will ask the membership to participate in a lit-

tle way ... or maybe even a big way ... for the benefit of the 

League. 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT 

Message From The Commandant continued on page  7 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CLUB MANAGER  - JIMMY GRACH 

Hope everyone enjoyed the Marine Corps Birthday weekend. It was a 

super week for the Club and all the officers want to thank you for your 

participation. 

 

We also hope you enjoyed your Thanksgiving holiday. The Club wants 

to especially thank all the people who provided their special dishes for 

our Thanksgiving festivities.  

 

The Club has rented the Hall for several Christmas parties. We still 

have some openings if you would like to have your company or private 

Christmas party in the Hall. Please call the Club and I‘ll get back to you 

as soon as possible to discuss dates, time, etc. 

 

The last General Meeting of the year is Dec. 23rd. We will host a 

Christmas Party/Pot Luck … so bring your favor dish and wish your 

fellow Marines a Merry Christmas. 

 

New Year‘s Eve we will be serving a roast beef dinner, mash potatoes, 

vegetables and rolls for $10.00 per person. This also includes a glass of 

champagne, party favorites and music. Please let the Club know if you 

are coming down so we have enough dinners for everyone. We also will  

have a designated driver or limo available to take anyone home who 

feels that they have brought in the new year with a little to much cele-

brating. 

 

See you at the Club! 

WANT TO SEE A UNLV HOME GAME? 

There are members who get season tickets and tailgate to all UNLV 

home football games. If you are interested contact Gary at (702) 358-

5403. Next season looks like a great one! 



MARINE RIDERS OF LAS VEGAS  -  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Marine Riders trip to San Diego 

MCRD Graduation and Party 

Tour the area and Anniversary Party 

Ironcrossman MC 29th Annual Toy Run 

Return from San Diego 

Marine Riders‘ Monthly Meeting 

Confederation of Clubs Meeting 

ABATE Meeting at Mr. D‘s (702) 731-6453 

 

For information on upcoming events visit the Marine  

Riders‘ website at http://marineriders.us. 
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Meeting Date  Event     Location 

2nd Monday of  Marine Riders of Las Vegas Marine Corps League 

every month at  Monthly Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

2nd Thursday of  Confederation of Clubs  Eagles Club 

every month at       (Corner of Bruce & 

Washington        by Cashman Field) 

7:00 p.m.                                                                               

 

1st Monday of  Marine Corps League  Marine Corps League 

every month at  Officers Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Please email ―SNOOPY‖ with all updates, changes or corrections at 

snoopy@marineriders.us. or you can email the editor of The Word at edi-

tor@mcldet186.org. 

MARINE RIDERS OF LAS VEGAS  -  MEETING INFORMATION 

12-4  

12-5  

12-6 

12-7 

12-8 

12-9 

12-11 

12-16 

 

GENERAL MEETING REMINDER 

 Next General Meeting is Dec. 23rd. All associate/regular members are welcome. 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Merry Christmas, My Friends! 
 

‗Twas the night before Christmas. He lived all alone in a one-bedroom house 

made of plaster and stone. I had come down the chimney with presents to give 

and to see just who in this home did live. 

 

As I looked all about, a strange sight I did see. No tinsel, no presents, not even a 

tree. No stocking by the fire, just boots filled with sand. And on the wall hung pic-

tures of a far-distant land. 

 

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, a sobering thought soon came to my 

mind. For this house was different, unlike any I‘d seen. This was the home of a 

U.S. Marine. 

 

I‘d heard stores about them; I had to see more. So I walked down the hall and 

pushed open the door. And there he lay sleeping, silent, alone, curled up on the 

floor of his one-bedroom home. 

 

He seemed so gentle, his face so serene. Not how I pictured a U.S. Marine. Was 

this the hero of who I‘d just read? Curled up in his poncho, a floor for his bed? 

 

His head was clean-shaven, his weathered face tan. I soon understood this was 

more than a man. For I realized the families that I saw that night owed their lives 

to these men who were willing to fight. 

 

Soon around the nation the children would play, and grownups would celebrate on 

a bright Christmas Day. They all enjoyed freedom, each month and all year, be-

cause of Marines like this one lying here. 

 

I couldn‘t help wonder how many lay alone, on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far 

from home. Just the very thought brought a tear to my eye. I dropped to my knees 

and started to cry. 

 

He must have awoken, for I heard a rough voice, ―Santa, don‘t cry, this life is my 

choice. I fight for freedom, I don‘t ask for more. My life is my God, my country, 

my Corps‖. 

Chaplain‘s Corner continued on page 5. 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER CONTINUED 

 

LEGION LAUNCHES NEW GI BILL WEB SITE 

. 

With that he rolled over, drifted off into sleep. I couldn‘t control it; I continued to 

weep. 

 

I watched him for hours, so silent and still. I noticed he shivered from the cold 

night‘s chill. So I took off my jacket, the one made of red, and covered this Ma-

rine from this toes to his head. 

 

Then I put on his T-shirt of scarlet and gold with an eagle, globe and anchor em-

blazoned so bold. And although it barely fit me, I began to swell with pride, and 

for one shining moment, I was Marine Corps deep inside. 

 

I didn‘t want to leave him so quiet in the night, this guardian of honor so willing 

to fight. But half asleep he rolled over and in a voice clean and pure, said, ―Carry 

on Santa. It‘s Christmas Day. All is secure‖. 

 

One look at my watch and I knew he was right. Merry Christmas, my friend, Sem-

per Fi and good night. 

 

‘MARINES’ 

 

Men 

Always 

Ready 

In  

Never 

Ending 

Service 

Pvt. Robert A. Redden 

INDIANAPOLIS  (Nov. 7, 2008) – The American Legion has launched 

an informative new Web site to help veterans and their families under-

stand the Post 9/11 GI Bill, which takes effect Aug. 1, 2009, and how it 

compares with other federal education benefits for veterans.  For more 

information go the web site www.mygibill.org. 
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RENTAL OF CHILDRESS HALL FOR REUNIONS, MEETINGS, ETC.  

LEATHERNECK CLUB SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

THIS MONTH AT THE LEATHERNECK CLUB 
Note: Dates are subject to change or events may be added per management. 

 
12-5 

12-6 

12-6 

12-7 

12-8 

12-9 

12-12 

12-13 

12-15 

12-16 

12-17 

12-21 

12-23 

12-25 

 

Private Christmas Party  - 6:00 p.m. 

Finance Meeting  - Noon 

Blue Star Christmas Party  - 6:00 p.m. 

Private Party  -  6:00 p.m. 

Officers Meeting  -  7:00 p.m. 

Chicago Police Meeting  -  7:00 p.m. 

C.C.S.D. Christmas Party - 5:00 p.m. 

American Legion Christmas Party  -  5:00 p.m. 

Marine Riders‘ Meeting  -  7:00 p.m. 

CHIPS Meeting  -  7:00 p.m. 

Nevada Gems  -  11:00 a.m. 

JWV Meeting  -  11:00 a.m. 

General Meeting/Pot Luck/Christmas Party  - 7:00 p.m. 

CLUB CLOSED  -  MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE COLOR GUARD ACTIVITY 

The following member participated in the Color Guard on Nov. 11th  … 

Veteran‘s Day: Rich Szyc, Mike Lamb, Pete Caimi and Jack O‘Rourke. 

Mike, Pete and a few other League members hosted some Wounded 

Warriors to a night on the Las Vegas Strip (Nov. 10th) and they all still 

made the early call. 

 

Since the coordinator of the Color Guard is going to be installed as the 

new Commandant, anyone who would like to have some fun and take 

over the Color Guard, step forward and be recognized. 

If you wish to use the space for a party or a meeting place, please con-

tact the club manager, Jimmy Grach, (702)368-1775 or email 

clubmgr@mcldet186.org for pricing and availability.  
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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT CONT’D. 

My first priority will be to assist Adjutant Dave McGrath in updating 

our roster so we can establish a contact procedure for getting informa-

tion out for a special activity or announcement. 

 

At the October League meeting I made the announcement that we 

were having some Wounded Warriors attend our Ball and asked if any-

one would like to sponsor one. I was totally amazed at the generous 

response that came from the membership.  

 

I would like to thank the following members who stepped forward and 

gave me money, checks, tickets and/or a pledge for tickets. Those 

members are: Chet Foulke, George Scott, Caroll George, Vinnie 

Sherman, Cheryl Gardner, John Devine, Bruce Barnes, Joe Kapala, 

Bill Coveney, Bob Benjamin, Ricky Rudolph, Art Gunterling, John 

Siene, Steve Sanson and Ed Iula. Unfortunately the transportation to 

get the Warriors a day early could not be arranged. I have refunded 

everyone their money but four people and I will do that when I see 

you. 

 

We celebrated the 233rd Birthday of our beloved Corps in November 

and it was a great celebration at that. There were Marines with family 

and friends from all over the country. We certainly enjoyed hosting 

our Wounded Warrior brothers and sisters. The Club was crowded and 

busy. Wouldn‘t it be great if we could be as active all though the year? 

 

The Christmas Season is upon us and soon after that the New Year. I 

would like to take this time to wish our Brotherhood of Marines a very 

Merry Christmas and the happiest of New Years. 

 

Semper Fi, 

 

Capt. Jack 



REMA - TO ALL MILITARY VETERANS 

It is official. 

Now veterans and service members not in uniform can render a 

military hand salute during the National Anthem as well as during 

hoisting, lowering, or passing of our flag.  

 

October 14, 2008 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The National Defense Authorization Act of 

Fiscal Year 2009 was approved by unanimous consent in the Senate 

on Saturday, September 27, and was signed by President Bush today.  

 

A provision championed by Senator Inhofe in the Defense Authori-

zation Act for Fiscal Year 2008 modified Title 4 of the U.S. Code to 

allow veterans and military service members not in uniform to ren-

der the military salute during hoisting, lowering, or passing of the 

flag, but it did not allow them to salute the flag during the National 

Anthem. Section 595 of S. 3001, the National Defense Authoriza-

tion Act for Fiscal Year 2009, amends Title 36 of the U.S. Code to 

allow veterans and service members not in uniform to salute the 

flag during the National Anthem, making the two sections of U.S. 

Code consistent.  
 
 

USO SHOW 

The Entertainment Network‘s Annual USO SHOW will be hold Sun-

day, December 7th (Pearl Harbor Day) from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 

the Gold Coast Hotel Ballroom, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 

Performances by Robbie Howard and his Orchestra and a cast of the In-

dustry‘s finest performers will be featured in this years show. 

 

All proceeds go to the Veterans of Foreign Wars (which includes the 

Veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan).  
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PUBLIC CAN GIVE AAFES GIFT CARDS   

DALLAS (AFRNS) -- By simply logging on to www.aafes.com or calling a toll-

free number, any American can now give exchange gift cards to military families 

worldwide.    

―We‘re not even charging to ship these cards,‖ said Chief Master Sgt. Jeffry 

Helm, AAFES‘ senior enlisted adviser.  ―Whether the AAFES gift card is sent 

down the street or overseas, shipping is free.    

AAFES gift cards can be redeemed at base and post exchanges worldwide by ac-

tive-duty troops and their families, as well as military retirees.   

―With the economy the way it is, now is not the time to haphazardly guess what 

someone needs to brighten their day or pay extra money for shipping,‖ said 

Chief Helm.  ―AAFES gift cards not only eliminate all shipping costs, but also 

put the power of choice in the hands of the spouse waiting for the return of a 

loved one, retiree trying to make the best of a turbulent economy, or service 

member far from home. 

―All that needs to be sent is a lightweight plastic card that can be redeemed for a 

movie, phone call home or even gasoline for a much deserved weekend get-

away,‖ explained Chief Helm. 

Besides exchange gift cards, any American can also send a gift certificate that 

can be redeemed through the exchange‘s mail order catalogs or Web site. 

―The gift certificates are perfect for Reserve and Guard families that may not live 

close to a brick and mortar exchange,‖ said Chief Helm. 

AAFES gift cards and gift certificates, up to $500, can be sent by any American 

who calls (877) 770-4438 or logs on to www.aafes.com.  Online visitors can 

click on the ―Gift Cards/Certificates for our Troops‖ link under AAFES Commu-

nity Connection on the home page. 

Gift certificates are sent to individual service members (designated by the pur-

chaser) or distributed to ―any service member‖ through the Air Force Aid Soci-

ety, American Red Cross, Fisher House Foundation Inc., Navy-Marine Corps Re-

lief, USO or Soldiers Family Assistance Center.  (Courtesy of AAFES)  
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http://www.aafes.com


Page 10 THE WORD 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATIONS FOR DECEMBER 2008 

MEMBERS #    NAME        EXPIRATION DATE 

100069 MC CRACKEN  12/31/08 

190070 HYATT JR BARON 12/31/08 

175017 MILLER JOSEPH 12/31/08 

174834 SUPPES RONALD 12/31/08 

126255 STEVENS LOREN 12/31/08 

118669 DEHLER ROBERT 12/31/08 

50637 DURANT LEO 12/31/08 

27810 COOPER ERIC 12/31/08 

117784 FRIZZLE JAMES 12/31/08 

182417 MOYA MICHAEL 12/31/08 

When doing your Christmas cards this year, take one card, or as many as you  

would like, and send it to this address. If we pass this on, and everyone  

sends a card, think of how many cards these wonderful and special people,  

who have sacraficed so much, would get. Mostly, our heartfelt wishes and  

gratitude. 

 

Here is the link to where you can find additional info about this program: 

www.snopes.com/politics/christmas/soldiercards.asp 

 

Send cards to: 

 

Holiday Mail for Heroes 

PO Box 5456 

Capitol Heights, MD 20791-5456 

OF ALL THE THINGS YOU BUY THIS CHRISTMAS, OF ALL THE SPECIAL 

THINGS YOU DO FOR SOMEONE THIS YEAR, THIS MIGHT JUST MEAN THE 

MOST. 

http://www.snopes.com/politics/christmas/soldiercards.asp
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP PRICE INFORMATION 

As of January 1, 2007 

 

Up to and including age 35:   $400.00 

Age 36 up to and including age 50: $350.00 

Age 51 up to and including age 60: $250.00 

Age 61 and over:    $125.00 

 

Consider a life membership on your next renewal date. 

 

The person applying for life membership must be a regular member in 

good standing for one (1) year prior to application. 

 

National Bylaws Article Six—Members Section 645—Life Members 

 

Any member of the Marine Corps League who is in good standing may 

become a life member, upon proper payment of the fee, as required 

herein. A life member shall be subject to the payment of no further 

dues of a detachment, department, or national, such member shall have 

all privileges, rights and benefits enjoyed as a member as long as that 

member shall live. 

2008 NEVADA VETERANS LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT 

The Nevada Office of Veterans Services (NOVS) will be hosting this 

years legislative summit to prepare for the 2009 session of the Nevada 

Legislature. The summit will be held Saturday, Dec. 6th from 9:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. at the Eastside Cannery Resort, 2nd Floor Conference Cen-

ter, 5255 Boulder Highway, Las Vegas, NV. For more information con-

tact Carole L. Turner, NV Office of Veterans Services (702) 636-3070. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 

From everyone at the Club 

we wish you and your families 

a SAFE and happy holiday season! 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________#___________ 

City:__________________________________________________________________________________ State____________ Zip_______________________ 

Date of Birth:__________/__________/__________ Phone Number__________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Enlistment/Commissioning:____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Date of Discharge/Separation/Retire:___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Type of Application:   New (       )   Renewal (       )   Dual (       )   Regular (       )   Associate (       ) 

(       ) I hereby apply for membership in the Greater Nevada Detachment, and enclosure $30.00 for one year‘s membership 

(       ) I hereby apply for membership in the Marine Corps League as a Member-At-Large (MAL) and enclose $30.00 for one year‘s membership 

*Includes free subscription to MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MAGAZINE 

I hereby certify I have served as a U.S. Marine for more than 90 days, that the character of my service has been honorable, and if discharged, I am in receipt of an honorable discharge. By 

signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable discharge/service upon request. 

Upon completion, turn into your Detachment sponsor with required payment. Applicants for MAL Membership, remit this form with check or money order in the amount of  $30.00 to: 

Marine Corps League, P.O. Box 3070, Merrifield, VA 22116. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________    _______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sponsor-where applicable)                                                                                                       Applicant‘s Signature 

*All renewal dues and new memberships for will now cost $30.  Please 

consider becoming a life member. Life Membership information is on  

page 6 and Membership Expirations are on page 7. 


