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SEMPER FI 

MARINES 

Detachment Website Address  — http://www.mcldet186.org 

Next General Membership Meeting  

December 15, 2009 at 7 p.m. 
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Marines, Christmas is almost here and by the time you get this 

issue, Thanksgiving will have just passed. I hope the pot luck 

dinner at the Club was fun for all. 

  

November was a busy month for the Club and the League. The 

LV Immigration Office held a swearing in for 10 servicemen 

and wives at Childress Hall on 9 Nov.  Rich Szyc, Bruce Rus-

sell, Scot Mot'l, and I presented the Colors.  Lt. Gen. Bedard 

delivered the keynote speech. 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT 

Message from the Commandant continued on page  4 
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LEATHERNECK CLUB SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CLUB MANAGER  - JIMMY GRACH 

December 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

Chicago  
Police 
7 p.m 

2 
 

3 4 5 
Finance 
Meeting 
Noon 
Blue Star 
6 p.m. 

6 
Booked 
6 p.m. 

7 
 
 

8 
Chips 
Meeting 
7 p.m. 

9 
NMCBN 
6 p.m. 
 

10 11 
Booked 
6 p.m. 

12 
Blue Star 
6 p.m. 

13 
JWT 
11 a.m. 
Xmas 
Party 
 

14 
Marine 
Riders 
7 p.m. 
Officers 
Meeting 
7 p.m. 

15 
General 
Meeting 
Pot Luck/ 
Xmas 
Party 
7 p.m 

16 17 18 19 

20 
JWT 
11 a.m. 

21 22 
 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Hope you and your family had a great Thanksgiving. A special thanks to Gary 

Wyant for cooking the turkeys and hams; and the few people who donated the fix-

ings for the meal. 

 

I would like to thank Dave McGrath for the wonderful workmanship on the bar, 

podium and stand for the table that Gen. Bedard donated. 

 

A special thank you to the Marine Riders for their contribution in the assembly of 

the Warriors Cross. Also, thanks to Jim DeBell who donated the helmet; Tom 

Martin who donated the “Desert Storm” boots and Bob Nard for laser cutting and 

welding of the EGA and base stand.   

Message from the Club Manager continued on page 3. 

      

     CLUB 

 CLOSED 
     MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CLUB MANAGER, CONT’D. 

For many years, Las Vegas’ favorite Santa, Don Salomonson, has been bringing 

joy to local residents, especially those who are physically and educationally chal-

lenged … both young and old. Dressed in the traditional red suit and sporting a 

natural beard, Santa will arrive in his sleigh with the traditional bag of goodies.  

Don (Santa) is available for those in need, not just a Christmas, but all year long. 

If you know of anyone, that needs his special touch, you can contact him at  

http://www. santaoflasvegas@cox.net or call him at (702-524-1000).  

KNOW OF SOMEONE IN NEED OF A CHRISTMAS MIRACLE? 

Thanks also goes to Matt Sheneider for polishing, coloring and the rope work; and 

Bob Nard for making new Leatherneck Club signs to be put on the street at 

Arville.  

 

I have a friend who donated a brand new A/C unit which will be installed by the 

time your receive this newsletter. There is a good chance that we will get another 

one in February. 

 

We would like to thank everyone for the great turnout during the Marine Corps 

Birthday week and a special thank you to Greg Chavez for the cakes and food that 

week. 

 

Remember, the Club will be closed on Christmas Day. 

 

Have a great holiday .. from all your staff at the Leathernecks Club. 

Jim 

IT IS NOT TO LATE TO SUPPORT OUR TROOPS THIS CHRISTMAS 

This is your last chance to participate in making our Marines Christmas joyful.   

Operation Christmas Stocking is accepting donations at the Leatherneck Club up 

to Dec. 3rd.  We still need tuna, flavored creamers (we have over 8,000 cups of 

Starbucks new instant coffee), socks and hand warmers.  We will be sending 

over 300 stockings! 

If you need further information, please contact Cheryl Gardner at 702-258.0517 

or email her at babyboytwo@cox.net.  Thank you for thinking of our young men 

and women during the most blessed of holidays. 

mailto:babyboytwo@cox.net
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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT CONT’D. 

On 10 Nov., NV Energy invited members to participate in a formal cake cutting 

ceremony at their LV Company Headquarters on Sahara. Bill Coveney, Rich Szyc, 

Phil Cufari, and Rich Moran acted as cake escorts.  Steve Sanson and Cheryl 

Gardner were also present.  I cut the cake and the guest of honor was an employee 

and mother of the youngest Marine, a veteran of Iraq, and a JROTC cadet from 

Basic HS.  The oldest Marine was an executive of the company. Gen. Conway's 

birthday message video was shown and NV Energy hosted a great lunch for all 

those in attendance.  It looks like this event will be an annual affair. 

  

The Club was very busy all day on the 10th and there were visitors from all 

around the country.  Lt. Gen. Marty Brandtner, our guest of honor, and Lt. Gen. 

Buck Bedard attended our Friday informal cake cutting ceremony.  Everyone 

seemed to have a wonderful time. 

  

The Marine Riders hosted a big ride supporting Toys for Tots the morning and  

afternoon of the 14th.  There sure were a lot of motorcycles in the parking 

lot. Way to go Riders! 

  

Our Birthday celebration was held at the Orleans Hotel on the 14th of Nov., and 

was sold out.  Basic HS JROTC boys and girls drill teams were fantastic.  Gen. 

Brandtner's talk was from the heart and was received with pride and cheers by 

everyone. Col. Tom Czech did a great job as Master of Ceremonies. The commit-

tee has already planned an after action meeting to make sure next year's Ball is 

just as successful. Our December meeting will be moved up to the 3rd Tuesday 

because of Christmas.  The new date is 15 Dec. The meeting will be short.  After 

the meeting we will participate in a pot luck party.  Everyone is asked to bring 

something.  If we all bring cookies …  we'll have cookies. We will have lots of 

fellowship amongst warriors. 

  

I hope and pray that all of us have a happy and joyous Christmas and the happiest 

of New Years.  I hope that we open our hearts and let our inner light and goodness 

come out and share it with everyone. God bless each of you, God bless America, 

and God bless our beloved Corps.  

 

SEMPER FI,  

 

Jack O'Rourke 



MARINE RIDERS OF LAS VEGAS  -  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Riders Christmas Party 

Ironcrossmen MC 30th Annual Toy Run 

COC Meeting 

IOOB MC 2nd Friday Party 

Teamsters Charity Run 

Marine Riders monthly meeting 

ABATE Meeting at Mr. D’s (702) 731-6453 

 

For more information visit http://marineriders.us. 
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12/0509 

12/0609 

12/10/09 

12/11/09 

12/12/09 

12/14/09 

12/15/09 

 

    

   

NEED THAT EXTRA SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION 

Have you moved, changed your phone number, email address or just want to 

make sure we have all your information correct? If so, we would like you to  

contact Paul Lightfoot at (702) 448-6186.  

Don’t have all your holiday shopping done yet? Need that special gift for a friend 

or family member? Then come down to the Leatherneck Club and shop at our PX. 

We have just received a shipment of new USMC sweatshirts (with hoods) and T-

shirts, for both women and men. We also have rings. Choose a USMC ring, a Viet-

nam Veteran’s ring, a USMC Korean Veteran’s ring or a US Navy ring … for that 

someone special in your life …or give yourself a gift to wear with pride. See the 

bartender at the Club or contact John Halsey to make your purchase. 

REQUEST FROM OUR HISTORIAN 

When you go to one of the Marine Corps League’s events, and you snap that  

picture, could you please make an extra print for the League’s “History Book”? 

Just drop off your photos at the Club, or call Betty Elinoff, and she will be happy 

to pick them up. Remember, Betty also collects old funeral cards, Mass cards and  

obituary notices from family members, of their loved ones or friends, who have 

passed on.  

 

Betty puts all this together so we can all enjoy the treasures of our past … so let’s 

share those photos and cards. 
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Next General Meeting is Dec. 15th. All associate/regular members are welcome. 

GENERAL MEETING REMINDER 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATIONS FOR DEC. 2009 & JAN. 2010 

ADVERTISING ON THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE’S WEB-SITE 

If you would like to advertise on the Marine Corps League’s web-site contact 

Rick Reynolds at (702) 633-7577 for more information. 

SEND OUT ONE EXTRA HOLIDAY CARD THIS SEASON 

For the 2009 holiday season, the Red Cross is sponsoring a “Holiday Mail for 

Heroes” program to distribute holiday cards to service members. The program 

encompasses not just troops who are recovering in military hospitals, but also 

service members stationed through the U.S. and abroad, as well as veterans and 

their families. 

 

Here is the link to where you can find additional info about this program: 

www.snopes.com/politics/christmas/soldiercards.asp.   

 

Send cards to: Holiday Mail for Heroes, PO Box 5456, Capitol Heights, MD 

20791-5456  

 

MCL # Last Name First Name Expire Date 

211730 CANTAGALLO RONALD Dec-09 

118669 DEHLER ROBERT Dec-09 

189706 DENEFF JR DANIEL 'DOC" Dec-09 

211731 HAIRFIELD JAMES Dec-09 

175080 LAMB MICHAEL Dec-09 

175017 MILLER JOSEPH Dec-09 

126255 STEVENS LOREN Dec-09 

211733 WALBROEHL CHARLES Dec-09 

161053 ADAMS DANIEL Jan-10 

226005 CARNEY JOHN Jan-10 

220525 COFFMAN KERRY Jan-10 

226007 DESIDERIO ARNOLD Jan-10 

197521 MOTL SCOTT Jan-10 

105714 SMITH WALLACE Jan-10 

 

From our Chaplain, Richard Moran, happy holidays to all the members and their families. 



FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU é 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP PRICE INFORMATION 

As of January 1, 2009 

 

Up to and including age 35:   $500.00 

Age 36 up to and including age 50: $400.00 

Age 51 up to and including age 60: $300.00 

Age 61 and over:    $150.00 

 

Consider a life membership on your next renewal date. 

 
The person applying for life membership must be a regular member in good 

standing for one (1) year prior to application. 

 

National Bylaws Article Six—Members Section 645—Life Members 

 

Any member of the Marine Corps League who is in good standing may become a 

life member, upon proper payment of the fee, as required herein. A life member 

shall be subject to the payment of no further dues of a detachment, department, or 

national, such member shall have all privileges, rights and benefits enjoyed as a 

member as long as that member shall live. 

RENTAL OF CHILDRESS HALL FOR REUNIONS, MEETINGS, ETC.  

Need a place to hold your holiday party, have your wedding/reception, or just hold 

that monthly meeting?  We have that space! For pricing information and availabil-

ity contact the club manager, Jimmy Grach, at (702)368-1775 or email him at 

clubmgr@mcldet186.org. 

READ “THE WORD” ON-LINE  

If you have access to a computer visit our web-site at http://www.mcldet186.org/

newsletters.cfm to view the current or past issues. By the first of each month the 

latest edition of “The Word” is posted. This really helps the Club with mailing 

costs. Just send a email to editor@mcldet186.org , so you can be removed from 

the mailing list. Thank you for your support! 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Name:__________________________________________________________Spouses Name _______________________________________________________ 

Street:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________#___________ 

City:__________________________________________________________________________________ State____________ Zip_______________________ 

Date of Birth:__________/__________/__________ Email Address _______________________________________   Phone  No:__________________________ 

Date of Enlistment/ Commissioning:____________________________________Date of Discharge/Separation/Retire:___ ________________________________  

Type of Application:   New (       )   Renewal (       )   Dual (       )   Regular (       )   Associate (       ) 

 (       ) I hereby apply for membership in the Greater Nevada Detachment, and enclosure $30.00 for one year’s membership 

 (       ) I hereby apply for membership in the Marine Corps League as a Member-At-Large (MAL) and enclose $30.00 for one year’s membership 

 

*Includes free subscription to MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MAGAZINE 

I hereby certify I have served as a U.S. Marine for more than 90 days, that the character of my service has been honorable, and if discharged, I am in receipt of an honorable discharge. By 

signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable discharge/service upon request. 

Upon completion, turn into your Detachment sponsor with required payment. Applicants for MAL Membership, remit this form with check or money order in the amount of  $30.00 to: 

Marine Corps League, P.O. Box 3070, Merrifield, VA 22116. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________    _______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sponsor-where applicable)                                                                                                       Applicant’s Signature 

*All renewal dues and new memberships for will now cost $30.  Please 

consider becoming a life member. Life Membership information is on  

page 6 and Membership Expirations are on page 7. 

Life (   )   Associate Life (   )  See current issue of “The Word” for fees 


